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Abstract

This paper focuses on the Soviet Union’s support for the ethnic movements in
the three regions of Ili, Tacheng, and Altay in Xinjiang during the 1940s, and
examines the establishment and eventual collapse of the “East Turkestan Republic.” It
outlines the changes in Xinjiang's political landscape during the final years of Sheng
Shicai’s rule and the shift in Soviet policy, analyzing the decisive role played by the
Soviet Union in instigating ethnic uprisings and providing military and political
assistance. The paper also explores internal conflicts within the “East Turkestan
Republic” between religious-nationalist and pro-Soviet intellectuals. Driven by its
strategic interests, the Soviet Union adjusted its policies toward the republic,
ultimately withdrawing support and leading to the dissolution of the Three Districts’
regime, which merged with the Koumintang to form the Xinjiang Coalition
Government in 1946.

Keywords: “East Turkestan Republic”; Soviet Union; Xinjiang; Ethnic Movement
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