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Abstract

The outbreak of the Cold War marked a significant turning point in international
politics after World War II, and the establishment of NATO became one of the key
milestones in the formation of the Cold War. In this process, the United Kingdom, as
the second-largest Western power after the United States, played a crucial role in
driving this development. In 1945, the British Labour Party, for the first time,
governed independently in the post-war period. However, as the left-wing socialist
party, its foreign policy during the early years of its governance presented a clear
paradox, especially considering its traditional stance of pacifism and pro-Soviet
inclinations. This article focuses on the shift in the Labour Party’s foreign policy in
the early post-war years, exploring how the party, during its first period in office,
transitioned from the pro-Soviet “left-wing” position to actively promoting the
anti-Soviet stance and advocating for the establishment of NATO, thereby
accelerating the formation of the Cold War.

This paper analyzes the evolution of the Labour government’s foreign policy
between 1945 and 1949, contrasting the foreign policy of the Attlee government with
the pre-war Labour Party’s stance towards the Soviet Union, thereby revealing the
shift in post-war foreign policy. Using the three-level analysis framework from
International Relationship theory, the paper examines the multi-dimensional
motivations behind the Labour Party’s foreign policy shift from the perspectives of
the individual, the state, and the international system. The study finds that the Labour
Party’s foreign policy shift in the early Cold War was influenced not only by the
pressures of changing international dynamics and national security concerns but also
by the efforts and influence of Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin. At the same time, the
post-war Labour Party’s “cabinet centralization-parliamentary party group dominance”
party structure further cleared the way for Bevin. At a deeper level, this shift was
closely tied to the Labour Party’s internal political identity transformation. By
rebranding itself and demonstrating a sense of national responsibility, the Labour

Party successfully transitioned from a “working-class party” to a “national party”.
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This process not only changed the party’s foreign policy orientation but also shaped

the UK’s strategic positioning in the early Cold War period.

Keywords: British Labour Party; Anglo-Soviet relations; Cold War; NATO
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® Alan Bullock, The Life and Times of Ernest Bevin: Minister of Labour 1940-1945(Volume 2), London: William
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@ Gerhard Loewenberg, “The British Constitution and the Structure of the Labour Party,” The American Political
Science Review, Vol.52, No.3, 1958, p.771.
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@ Labour Party (Great Britain), Conference, Report of the 33rd Annual Conference of the Labour Party, London:
The Party, 1933, pp.8-10.

@ Gerhard Loewenberg, “The British Constitution and the Structure of the Labour Party,” The American Political
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@ John P. Mackintosh, the British Cabinet, London: Stevens & Sons Ltd., 1968, pp.493-497.
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@ Gerhard Loewenberg, “The British Constitution and the Structure of the Labour Party,” The American Political
Science Review, Vol.52,No.3, 1958, pp.778-780.

@ TIbid., p.779.

® Michael. R. Gordon, Conflict and Consensus in Labour’s Foreign Policy, California: Stanford University Press,
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@ Kenneth O. Morgan, Labour in Power: 1945-1951, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986, pp.237-239.
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® Kenneth O. Morgan, Labour in Power: 1945-1951, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986, pp.235-240.
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