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Abstract

On May 8, 1945, Germany announced its surrender, marking Churchill’s success in
leading the British people to a great victory in Europe in the Second World War. He
soon became the world’s most eminent statesman and gained a lot of reputation and
respect, as a war hero. Just two months later, however, he was voted out of office by the
British people. On July 26, the results of the general election were published. It is shown
that the Labour Party won an unexpected landslide victory over the Conservative Party,
winning 393 out of 640 seats (while the latter won only 213 seats). The Labour Party
soon formed a government as a majority for the first time in its history, which is a major
turning point in modern British politics. Why did the British people say "no" to
Churchill? What prompted them to “oust” him, the wartime leader and national hero
who had led them to their great victory?

This paper first reviews the British political circle after World War I and the impact of
World War II on British political ecology, and then systematically analyzes the election
manifestos and broadcasts of the Conservative Party and the Labour Party. It argues that
the shift in public opinion during wartime had clearly favoured the Labour Party, and
that the Labour achieved better campaign results by catering to the British people’s
desire for social reform. The Labour made the right image and stance positioning in its
manifesto; meanwhile, compared with the "Churchill card", "red terror card" and
"feelings card” played by the Conservatives, the Labour’s strategy of using "reform
card", "history card" and "pragmatic card" had provided the electorates with more
effective campaign messages in terms of praise, attack, and defense, thus helping it win
more voters' understanding and recognition. This shows that the role of personal
prestige and celebrity effect in the election is limited, while the real key to victory lies
in following the popular feelings and the trend of the times, and proposing practical and

effective solutions to the concerns of voters.

Keywords: British General Election; the Conservative Party; the Labour Party;

Churchill; Campaign
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@ Andrew Thorpe, A History of the British Labour Party, p.109.

© [EMEAE: (LEBURBUA Y, 2 354 T,

© ARFHEL R David Butler and Jennie Freeman eds., British Political Facts 1900-1968, pp.26-27 FIEHER
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2 g (R REBOCEEE FHIT (1900-2005)), 5 120-121 7T,

OT.F ARFE. G /R-MaARE: (CSEETRSFIE), 25 136 L.

OTRNAR TEA R CERROAFED, 56 55 T,

© Andrew Thorpe, A History of the British Labour Party, p.110.

© Pimlott, The Political Diary of Dalton, 1986, pp.400-407, quoted from ibid., p.109.

? (FHRICED), CHAR 2/4. Hes| HFvufR- M /R: (IREAFIHD, 5 334 T,

©XpE: (FABLPISL. RETRSAFHD), 5321,
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TEH G+ -+ B ZE BABLT BEAE R B AE 22 s vl BE R USRI B . 7 O, EERA
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O X (ST WE TS AEHDY, 526 7.

o ki (B WA S EEGA), (RS 1990 4555 2 3, 41 18 T1.

@ Winston Churchill, “Wars Are Not Won by Evacuations,” June 4, 1940, House of Commons, in Winston S.
Churchill ed., Never Give In, p.101.

© {04 1200 [TAML. 750 TTREHHE . 500 1TRIATEML. 63 Jifirid . 7.5 FIiREEA . 700 #155. 2.1 Jifie
WA 6400 S RIFTEAELLSK 50 FTMEEFZYE . S WikA: GFIE “TTHEIRIE 7 B2R 7 KRR (77 A
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@ Winston S. Churchill ed., Never Give In, p.102.

O BFERCEME . HEMT. DU, VAT, DA, CPHOAR. DUARRRAE S S S LR s R . =0
BT CHZURTORMURY, (TIsEB) 1994 455 7 1, 5 46 UL,

@ Winston S. Churchill ed., Never Give In, p.102.

@ The Times, July 1, 1940. ¥ 5] F 0B ME: (55 Rt FORMR S E B ), (58D 1990 455 2 1], 28
18 Ui,

O FRANAR-ME N IR CERRCRFID, 25 122 7.

© Titmuss, Problems of Social Policy. # 5|15 A.J. P. Z&%): (JEE . 1914-1945), %6 333 1.

OA TP FRE: (EEL: 1914-1945), 5 404 T,
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M E KT FRAT AR, ERISR S TR, W 7RI F R, M H M T A
RAE, B TAMTRUAER] . 1940-1945 A A) 1K RGN FRIK AR T 74.42 1235585,
AR AT TLAE (1935-1939 4F) #2517 63%. shkiG it g dr, Sl in @A s i,
1943 b NEOHECT 1939 AE34 00 T 253.5 13: Bid JolORB: N A 1938 1) 171 5
ME] 1944 4E1) 5.4 TN . REBARAETE SRR EINEE, 1939 4£2] 19454, TAB &K
AR BT 28.4%, T LIRS T 48.5%, “—MiME, BTA A#E b TG
TAE.” YR E E RS aY S HESEE A BT TR, (HHSATz s, T R

@ Tan Taylor, “Labour and the Impact of War 1939-1945,” in Nick Tirastoo ed., The Attlee Year, London and New

York: Printer Publishers, 1991, p.7. ¥ 5| B Xipk: (FESTSL: WETRSAEHD, 22507,

@Al (EEREHUREY, CGOEALSCED 5 1EE, A4 4B R Bl B9k - it UK.
CIRIAFNEY, 25 106 T

© 8%, Bl gl R NBCE D T 2t aSibr Aol NS, AFE— 48R B, Ui B S NSO TIRZ .

YA L P AR (BEEEE: 1914-1945), #5404 U1,
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© The Central Statistical Office, Statistical Digest of the War, London: His Majesty’s Stationary Office and
Longman Green and Co. Ltd., 1951, pp.4,35.

@ fR ¥ David Butler and Jennie Freeman eds., British Political Facts, p.223&The Central Statistical Office,
Statistical Digest of the War, pp.43,70,205 ZE I I /E 11 % -
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@ Paul Addison, The Road to 1945, p.118.

® Joanna Mack and Steve Humphries, London at War, London, 1985, p.167. # 5| H & +2&: (ISR RFR: XK
B T3 B E EAT 1900-2005), 55 123 T

@ Paul Addison, The Road to 1945, p.134.

@ H. Cantril, Public opinion 1935-1946, Princeton, NJ., 1951, p. 275, quoted from Henry Pelling, “The 1945 General
Election Reconsidered,” The Historical Journal, Vol.23, No.2, 1980, p.412.

© The Central Statistical Office, Statistical Digest of the War, pp.162,180,202.
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200 JFANTEFK AT, OfF: s ki i B . R, S RTEE, TR R T ) Py
R 2 5 PR R 55 56

o 2.2 S EH PTG TS L

KA 5 (1938=100) I B =2 WBURTE | SRFATENIE i
HEO H O (A ) (A D) HI~FE AR T
1938 100 100 197.3 108
1939 97 94 2544 490 73
1940 94 72 626.4 2115 22422
1941 82 56 3220 2822 22337
1942 70 36 4085 2909 12631
1943 77 29 4840 2826 14862
1944 80 31 4950 2672 20976
1945 62 46 5125 2131 13626

IR, iR G b A AR A A 2= iR s R, R G o2 — PR BUR 611 T8
ML AL IE S H . B 1943 4F, K4HF 1710 JEEANEES S T8, B118EE
IRAEHIN, BEEE P BT, SEAEEE kA, ©1938 FEMFENEEZ 385 JiA,
1941 X —H7 ETHE) 3383 75, Bb)a 4 ERPFEREFEAL 473 T3 AEZERAMIFT R R
o PAATIR 2 NN IR G RERIAS T MR A A AR, IREEIBBN ClgERE2 =F) kA
755439 N1, o 26443 ABETS, 41327 N2KER: PIRAGRAEA 45329 AfTs, ALHE 30248
NFET: . O ATENIE B R TR BRI, 6 106927 ASETfik . “FEM G4
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@ The Central Statistical Office, Statistical Digest of the War, p.55.
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© 2 The Central Statistical Office, Statistical Digest of the War, pp.37,40,162,195,202 FE PR i .
© Stephen J. Lee, Aspects of British Political History 1914-1995, p.173

@ Ibid., p.8.

® The Central Statistical Office, Statistical Digest of the War, p.13.

@ Ibid., pp.37,40.
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@ Henry Pelling, Britain and the Second World War, p.170, quoted from Keith Laybourn, The Rise of Labour: The
British Labour Party 1890-1979, p.102.

@ Keith Laybourn, The Rise of Labour, p.102.

@ David Butler and Jennie Freeman eds., British Political Facts, p.159.
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