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Abstract
The Asianist Thoughts of Mitsukawa Kametaro around the WWI Period

Mitsukawa Kametard, the key founder of the Japanese facist association Y{izonsha,
was a devoted adherent of Asianism. The First World War period witnessed the
development and maturation of his Asianist ideas. During the unfolding of the war and
its aftermath, his sympathy and concern with “Asia” extended to a new geographical
magnitude which consisted of nations not only in East Asia, but also India, Central Asia,
Middle East, and even Jews and Africans. Despite his endorsement of Japan’s carving
up China with European powers in 1913, he began to call for “the liberation of Asia”
based on an anticipatory military-economic alliance between revolutionized China and
renovated Japan after the Great War.

As a sober political realist, Mitsukawa placed his foreign policy proposal firmly
on the ground of Japanese national interest and security rather than his emotion towards
Asia. The upsurge of nationalist movements across Asia rendered the “Asian Turn™ of
Japanese strategy practical for Mitsukawa for the first time, while the power of anti-
Japanese nationalism in East Asia propelled him to reflect on the strategically risky
chauvinism in Japanese foreign policy. According to Mitsukawa’s perception, the Asian
oneness relies on the common experience of being oppressed by the West. However,
the emancipative elements in his “Asianist emotion” is not adequate to transform
Asianism into the idea of a moral-based equal world order, due to the entrenched realist

logic of power politics and competition for survival in his mentality.

Keyword: Mitsukawa Kametard, Asianism, WWI, political realism, Asian nationalist

movement.
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