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ABSTRACT

The quadrennial presidential election is a central component of American politics, reflecting
the changes in the political and economic social ecology of the United States and outlining the
development track of political participation of the American voters. As a significant indicator
of voter participation in politics, the voter turnout in presidential elections has been an
important issue in recent years in U.S. election research studies and political sociology studies.
Based on previous studies, voter turnout is very likely similar across states if the states’
political and economic environments are similar. However, there is a “counter-example” in
reality. Minnesota and Illinois have highly similar political and economic social characteristics,
but their voter turnouts in presidential election show significant differences. In order to explain
the difference in voter turnout between the two states, this study attempts to take the
perspective of family structure and select the statistical dimension of the rate of “female
householder, no husband presently, family,” which has distinct differences between the two
states, and combine quantitative and qualitative research methods to try to find a path to
explain the correlation between family structure and voter turnout. At the same time, this study
considers the racial composition factor, of which “the proportion of white population” could
be an observed dimension, and the electoral mechanism factor, of which “party and candidate
connection with voters” could be one of the manifests, as two constant contextual factors of
presidential election, and respectively analyzes the linkage mechanism between family
structure and these two factors, while verifying the association between the racial composition
operationalized as “the proportion of white population” and voter turnout, which has been
already studied a lot in previous researches. This study finds that there is indeed a correlation
between the rate of “female householder, no husband presently, family” and voter turnout in
presidential election, with the former serving as a predictor variable for the latter and the linear
direction of change for both being consistent. However, at least in the comparison cases of
Minnesota and Illinois, the mechanism of the former’s influence on the latter is also

inextricably linked to the constant context of racial composition and electoral mechanism.

KEY WORDS: U.S. Presidential Election, Voter Turnout, Family Structure, Racial
Composition, Electoral Mechanism
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