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Abstract

With the increase of China’s national strength and the proposal of Belt and Road
Initiative, more and more civil society organizations have joined the march of “Going
Out” and implemented their internationalization strategy, diffusing their domestic
development programs to overseas service. Under such circumstance, there is a group
of grassroot Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) which were founded by
civilians, remaining unregistered on the list of Private Non-Enterprise Entities
(“Minfei”), yet were contracted to overseas execution for programs funded by famous
foundations or have maintained oversea projects individually for years. Comparing to
big foundations or renowned “minfei”, this kind of NGOs face various difficulties,
including lack of legal registered identity, lack of stable funding and lack of favorable
external relations. The core of these challenges lies in their lack of existing legitimacy
in the face of different subjects including government, enterprises and the public,
which became necessary for them to acquire legitimacy through a variety of strategies
in exchange for the resources of organization development.

Currently, speaking of internationalization, Chinese academia only focuses on
big foundations or renowned “minfei” rather than grassroot NGOs. Through
interviewing eight management staff from four grassroot NGOs in this kind, this
thesis found that while working on to meet the standard of regulatory legitimacy
gradually, grassroot NGOs also employed targeted strategies to meet pragmatic and
normative requirements of different actors assisted by active self-presentation, which
led to successful acquirement of substantial legitimacy and ultimately the survival and
development of the organization. At the same time, this thesis points out that some
legislation regarding to this kind of NGOs is outdated or left blank. By providing
policy-makers first-hand material and different standpoints through this empirical
study, this thesis also hopes to facilitate better regulation regarding to grassroot

international development NGOs.

Keywords
Chinese Grassroot Non-Governmental Organizations, Legitimacy, Chinese Civil

Social Organization, Internationalization
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4 United Nations, “Civil Society”, https://www.un.org/en/civil-society/page/about-us ~ (&3%F 2021 £ 5 H
18 H)

5 United Nations, “Integrated Civil Society Organization System”,
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WAHEZEERA B O ERTEANA R . Hdh 4. LIIAA (Market ModeD): Ktk 4l
BRI A TR S A= S i) 53 — Rl o IE M IEVE T2 5P R, EIAh 2o H AR NS 3 it g
AR . Wi, EXAERT, S HEFERR, @E5E (accountability) /&L,
M HAUIE 24K E D RelE, TAREGATE. 2. &R (Social Change ModeD): 44
R H LM G B HE BRI #2210 B B 3 SR R ER £ 5, PRI A2 2 21
IESTERNAER, FFRBR AR 3. Bl B B (New Institutional Model): H
TES WAL HYGUNAT A BRI BN SR K A RS H . R TH AR —24
LRI B 5 PR IR SRR R 2 01 AL, R Ak B T e A AL
KIOMFGE, PHE T “AOARE N fte , AN T R AL 2 M. 4. HEHARLA (Critical
ModeD): 3RS ITES 5ABRIAER, R UFPR DA AU & RIRETEH &1 TEH,
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EH 24, 5 102-103 U1 JHF: (b E B AR EUR ALK A G L5 I BRI 8 S R0 SR PR, (EIR
REZEARGERFLEARR)), 2009 4R35 15 46 02 31, 5 97-103 TU4%; i (h E R HH GIEE R B,
5 20-34 Ti%.

B iy GESBIRREEER D, % 102-103 5.

16



RESEARMG 72—, RS IX A A i L AUIE P I BESRAFEAR K AN Ao TR0 T — /A 5 [
k25 1 NGO Sk, ) 2 AH 56 75 1O R e 5 150 H AT 7E [ 3 i 384 bn o Bk, 7S (Lister)
K5 E NGO HIFIREARIC T B T ARIEHLA . AN ASCREERIA A, BEAE R, JEEE Y
ARk SEEEBUG. Z8#F. BT, %

AR E 2 NGO AHXS T-rb [ [E A EARI IR, B E NEBUF. k. A4,
SRS IR, AN 2R SR EBUR . S R LKA 32 Bl 1) 1E 4 4
BeE 2, RSO BIEXHE TN SIS H AT B AT I (HR, RSB . &
TEARAE S SZ B NN T], 5 I 230 55 [ Y BURPRI A A % NGO [IAR], /2 NGO 3RHUIE
VR —RRSRNE, R, ASCH S KRNI E AT R

AN, A NGO B “&3t” (egitimacy) A1 “JH 5714”7 (accountability) P& 1 fE
S, MANHRRIFLHAELR, SHE L, AR AEBAHATX 5.

(=) MEEFI#4E4L (operationalization)

i AR R AR RIS ], W B 2 RO S 8 T DA AR S BUA IE
I (FFE TR EBUAER . #ha 4 CH—E Mt 28R 17BUE S GRISATIL
AT BRI SR ANEREGVENE A AR S ). SRR TR B 4 2 2
IR, AEAIRIAME T-73 255018 NGO 1A IS . [RORIXFhor 208 At e 1 0T
T VYRR IE S B B AR, HR S BEX VYA B AR SRR 1] fe B S B . B0, SREUTEOE 41
() SR 5 4k 2 IE 2 MR IR SRS AT RE A R, Pl i AR i . R I H (152 1% . [H)
W, EEAVEE S IR A 2 ] rTREAEE T JE o i, —SREEIdir I itk 2 2HEnT g
BAMSIESY, AR THaSRE, (HREER “ARE”7 181F. BRI ™ MIE R ER,
Fan (A REICEE RG] (20160, fEMESHIRSILZ /T, ARV REZE S LLIMAE]
B, IR Z A HIF KRR E, BNARSRETR. S0, ek, FoAH
KA RIS EA 2 KA, FrUAURE I 1A 24 T —RERAREGES 1.

BRI, AR SR PR T Bl AT 7028, BAES 702K N o0 EARIAT IS, ST AT
3T o FHTRF (Lister) 381 SLUERF 7T, 4 NGO 1E 244k IR 53 5 1 VA 878 1E 244 (regulatory

3 Lister JFA R EEXT R (target of advocacy) FIE X, EMAISCHEF, ANEAIHLA S N R THE
e PRA . FEBUMF . BRSE, WD NZH R TR SRR BRI R .

35 Sarah Lister, “NGO Legitimacy: Technical Issue or Social Construct?”, Critique of Anthropology, Vol. 23,
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