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PEKING UNIVERSITY CERTIFICATE IN AFRICAN STUDIES
2020-2021

Peking University is an excellent place for students and scholars to develop interest in Africa. The Peking
University Certificate in African Studies is intended for graduate students in all schools of the university who
are motivated to pursue academic expertise in areas related to Africa and China-Africa relations. The
certificate is a multidisciplinary area studies program offered by the Graduate School of Peking University in
collaboration with the Peking University School of International Studies and the Peking University Center for
African Studies. While providing students with a wide range of courses on such diverse topics as African
history, languages and culture, politics, development, and international relations, the certificate gives students

credibility in African Studies and bolsters the breadth of their graduate degrees.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
To enroll in the certificate program, applicants must be currently enrolled graduate students (master’s student
or third-year/below doctoral student) at Peking University. Students must formally apply to the Center for

African Studies at the beginning of the fall semester in 2020 but no later than October 31, 2020.

Applicants should send electronic copies of the following documents via email to china-africa@pku.edu.cn

prior to October 31, 2020:
1) official transcripts,
2) aone-page statement describing the applicant’s background and purpose,
3) current CV,
4) proof of English proficiency (IELTS score of 6.5 or TOEFL score of 90) if English is not applicant’s
first language,
5) and one Letter of Recommendation.
The academic board of the Center for African Studies will organize the admission process and report its

decision to the Graduate School of Peking University for review and approval.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

All enrollees are expected to fulfill 14 credits and other research requirements in a span of two academic years

(including one year). Students will receive the certificate either in June 2021 or in June 2022. The requirements
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are as follows:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Compulsory courses:
a)  CIEMBUA . Z5354190 3 ) (African Politics, Economy, and Diplomacy) or Comprehensive African

Studies (3 credits).
b) Study for two semesters of an African language at the Peking University School of Foreign Languages
(4 credits)

Elective courses:

Students must complete at least two Africa-related elective courses at Peking University or in

exchange/summer programs (6 credits). For a list of courses at Peking University, please refer to Courses

for Peking University Certificate in African Studies.

Research Paper:

Students should demonstrate ability to undertake research in African Studies evidenced by a research paper

on a topic approved by a faculty advisor (7000 words for Chinese papers and 8000 words for English

papers). Students are allowed to use term papers written for their Africa-related courses (1 credit).

Other research requirements:

1) PKU African Lecture Series: Students must participate in 3 lectures organized or hosted by the
Center for African Studies and choose one topic to write a response paper (1000 words in Chinese or
2000 words in English) .

2) Cohort Activity: Enrolled students are considered as a study cohort and academic salons and
workshops will be organized. Students are required to participate in such activities.

3) Field Research: Subject to availability of funds and other conditions, students may undertake field

research in China or Africa.

Graduate School of Peking University
Peking University Center for African Studies

September 2020



